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M1

10/2017-11/2018
44 participants 

in total

12 in detention
Greece

M2

4/2018-present
25 participants

2 pending

Greece, Italy, Spain

Germany, 

The Netherlands

M3

4/2019-present
15 participants

10 pending

Greece, Italy, Spain
Germany, 

The Netherlands

Measurement moments



Stay in touch



Data collection

Stories

Questionnaires

Observation



Stories

µ:KHQ�WKH�SROLFH�IRXQG�PH�LQ�Patra I told 
WKHP�WKDW�,·P�D�PLQRU��7KH\�SXW�PH�LQ�D�

cell and they took my phone and my money. 
In the cell we were kids and adults 

together. It was small so the kids have to 
sleep on the floor. If you were asking 

about food or anything they were taken 
\RX�RXW�RI�WKH�FHOO�DQG�EHDW�\RX«µ«

Boy 16 y/o

´,�FDPH�WR�PHHW�P\�IDPLO\�LQ�WKH�
Netherlands. Instead of that I found 
myself in a camp, separated from my 
brother. The first night I wanted to 
kill myself. My aunt was waiting for 
me at the airport. She had brought 
PH�IORZHUV�DQG�WKH�IORZHUV�GLHG«µ���

Girl 18 y/o

´,�PDQDJHG�WR�UHDFK�6ORYHQLD��7KHQ�
the police found me. They beat me so 
hard and then they send me back to 
Bosnia. Here is very bad. I just wait 

for my body to heal and I will try 
DJDLQ«µ

Boy 16 y/o

´7KLV�LV�SULVRQ�KHUH��,W�GRHVQ·W�PDWWHU�LI�\RX�
are in jail or in a house. You are here with no 

future. I am here for 2 years, waiting my 
decision to see what I will do in my life. My life 
has frozen when I entered Greece. All I do is 

wait and try not to kill P\VHOIµ«
Boy 16 y/o



Questionnaires
Daily stressors

� Worrying about family at home
� Not enough money
� Lack of information on procedures
� Feeling bored
� Not enough education
� Difficulties in obtaining legal documents
� Not enough clothes
� Feeling uncertain about the future
� Difficulties to communicate with others due to the 

foreign language.
� Feelings of unsafety
� Not enough medical care
� Prejudices because of being a foreigner
� Not enough housing
� Not enough food
� Difficulties in making new friends
� Being forcibly and repeatedly moved
� Being treated unfairly compered to others
� Difficulties with age assessment
� Hear people say bad things about me
� Lack of guardian



Observations

Graffiti
Participant 

Observation
Social media 

conversations



Stories
ͻ Imprisonment and trauma during the 

trip
ͻ Police violence
ͻ Feelings of being caged even if not in 

detention
ͻ Feelings of loneliness
ͻ Feelings of mistrust
ͻ Nostalgia

Questionnaires
ͻ Absence of daily needs
ͻ Worries about the family back home
ͻ Psychosomatic effects as a result of 

stressful events.
ͻ Lack of information on procedures
ͻ Uncertainty about the future
ͻ Feelings of boredom 
ͻ Lack of guardians

Observations
ͻ Drop out of staff due to bad working 

conditions ʹ feelings of 
powerlessness

ͻ Long family reunification procedures
ͻ Inhuman situation in camps and 

informal settings
ͻ Difficulties in obtaining documents 

(in Greece or elsewhere)
ͻ Lack of funding

Initial results



Best interest of each child

� Physical contact (a hug, a pat on the back) plays 
significant role for many kids. 

� Being normal rgo on excursions, on Fun Parks or just 
for street food makes kids feel like normal people.

� Need of rules and boundaries. 

� Feeling that someone is looking after them.
� Being treated as individuals and not as part of the pack.

� Need of attention. 

� Making staff proud of them.

� Feeling of belonging.
Photo: M. Rota, February 2018



Challenges

Confidentiality

Safety

Dissemination 
of the data

Political 
instability

Dealing with 
the data

Research 
ethics 

Publication 
opportunities



Dissemination 
of results

Article about 
detention of 

URMs

Data
analysis

Steps forward

Data 
collection
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by those who do evil, but by those 
who watch them without doing 

ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͘͟

Albert Einstein


